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Amidst a global heatwave, earth’s
climate has now reached a
temperature 1ºC hotter than preindustrial averages, according to
Nafeez Ahmed
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60% of the ninth graders at Parkway
Center City have lost a relative to gun
violence, according to Philly.com
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Predominantly African American
neighborhoods in Philadelphia are
subjected to 70% more stop-andfrisks than non-black neighborhoods,
yet yield less contraband, according
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Who Gets Their Fun in the
Sun, and Who Doesn’t?
by Kristyn Johnson

ART BY g.r.

The summer season is a time
of warm weather, fun clothes,
and outdoor adventures.
Families gather outside for
picnics, friends take trips to
pools and beaches, couples
enjoy walks through the
parks, and people wear lighter
clothing to keep cool. As the
months warm up and we
head outdoors, many people
likely think of this season
as all about fun in the sun.
However, for many queer,
LGBT+, trans, non-binary
and gender nonconforming
folks, the summer months
can mean exposure, hypervisibility, and danger.

Being outside more in the summer months can draw
unwanted attention for many reasons. For many gay,
lesbian, and bisexual couples, walking along the street
and holding hands or having arms draped across each
other can still be a dangerous act. As more people
move about on the streets, there is a higher probability
of encountering homophobic slurs and actions. Even
with the exciting festivities of Pride in June, there are
still situations in which LGBT+ people will be harassed
for simply being visible in the outside world. There is
even evidence to suggest that LGBT+ people are more
likely to be the targets of hate crimes than any other
marginalized group.
Gender nonconforming, non-binary, and trans
people also face increased scrutiny in the summer
months, as clothing choices and gender presentation
are policed in places like pools and parks, as well as
streets and other public areas. As the controversy over
“bathroom bills” suggests, trans people are often not
allowed access to restrooms in public spaces, and by
extension changing rooms and lockers. So, being trans
or gender nonconforming and going to a pool is to invite unwarranted and invasive questioning from others.
If a trans or non-binary parent brings their children to
the pool, they can feel fear and anxiety over which bathroom to use with their kids and may even be asked for

identification in the process. Others have described
similar issues with being scrutinized while using public
pools, which highlights deeper issues of trans people
existing in public, where they can go, and what they
can do. Questions of identification and where one must
show ID also speak to larger issues that trans and
gender nonconforming folks face, including airports,
schools, workspaces, and voting areas.
Trans and gender nonconforming individuals must
also confront whether they will dress in ways that match
their identity and presentation or dress in ways that
allow them a small amount of safety in public spaces.
Such a choice requires one to pick between passing as
cisgender (and potentially struggling with gender dysphoria) or dressing in a more authentic fashion while
running the risk of increased scrutiny and less safety.
The exclusion and policing of trans and gender nonconforming people from public spaces is especially
troubling when coupled with the knowledge that these
marginalized groups are at higher risk of being attacked
and murdered. In 2017 alone, 28 trans people were
murdered, victims of suspected hate crimes.
Queer, trans, and LGBT+ people being made
hyper-visible in the summertime can also increase the
risk of street harassment. As many have noted, street
harassment is more prevalent in the summer months.
continued on page 16
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Letter from the Editors
Dear Readers,
As the seasons change, the contexts of
our actions change as well. The temperature
climbs, and people rush out onto stoops and
streets to cool off and enjoy the sun. However, as the heat rises, sometimes it’s the people
who get heated.
Conflicts flare over public space. As Philadelphians converge on parks and pools, it’s up
to us to respect our city’s diversity. It was our
neighbors who protected our pools and libraries from mass closure when the city was cutting
services. No one person or institution owns public space — it belongs to the people.
Sometimes the heat kills. Inadequate social
safety networks mean those without access to
cooling facilities can succumb to the relentless
beat of the summer. Sometimes, it’s tempers
that flare, leading to anti-social violence and a
resulting over-response from police. A vicious
cycle ensues.
Through all of this, people are responsible
for their actions. However, in Philadelphia, budget cuts, inadequate services, lack of jobs for
youth, and gentrification cause most of the problems that lead to violence.
Solutions cannot come from the developer complex. New buildings come up that longtime residents cannot afford to live in. Businesses are erected with high prices and don’t
hire the under-employed locals. Police protect
the newcomers, but they arrest and evict the
community.
When whole communities are pushed out
of the economy, people do what they have to
in order to survive. This is why people in oppressed communities are more impacted by violence from street economies, including the drug
trade. Police and prisons have not prevented the
violence in Philly or healed our wounds. How
can we trust a government that brought crack
into the country in the first place? As a mother
who lost her son to gun violence asks in the film
Stolen Dreams II by the Youth Art and Self-Empowerment Project, “At what point are we going
to create good solutions for our children, good
things to help promote their well-being and to
make them positive, productive, responsible
members of society as opposed to putting them
in cages, putting them in facilities, and making
them worse criminals than they are prior to them
going in?”
This issue of the Partisan is about the politics of public space and mass social interaction,
with articles defending pools, community gardens and stable affordable housing — which can
all prevent violence — and about racial profiling
by police and queerphobia, which try to push us
out or contain us. Let’s take up some space together this summer — and have fun doing it!

COVER PHOTO

Drop the Charges
Against ReeAnna
Segin!
On June 10th, during Philadelphia’s Pride
parade, police arrested ReeAnna Segin for allegedly attempting to set fire to a Blue Lives Matter flag as a peaceful act of expressive protest.
She was held overnight in a men’s prison until
being released on bail.
ReeAnna, a trans woman, was exercising
her First Amendment rights and protesting the
presence of the police at Pride. For this action,
the Philadelphia DA’s office has charged her
with two misdemeanor counts. These charges
could potentially result in as many as seven
years in jail.
District Attorney Larry Krasner was elected
by Philadelphians pledging to wind down our
city’s long history of mass incarceration. Now is
the time to find out if this was just another of the
empty promises we’re so used to hearing from
elected officials.
Activists from several groups held a press
conference at City Hall on Wednesday June
20th to demand the District Attorney’s office
drop ALL charges against ReeAnna, and to
demand an end to police participation in Philly
Pride.
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Prommunism
2018
On May 12th, Philly Socialists friends, members, and supporters gathered at the Philadelphia Brewing Company for the second annual
Prommunism fundraiser. Partiers enjoyed
food, drink, and dance to the sweet, soothing
bangers of Yōsuke DJ, DJ Mal Ball, and DJ
Jorge Alberto Navarrete.
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Send us letters to the editors at
phillysocialistslocal@gmail.com or Philly
Socialists, PO Box 3731, Philadelphia, PA
19125. Find us online at PhiladelphiaPartisan.
com, Facebook and Twitter.
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Predictive Policing:
reinforcing bias
by Kiera Patton

In the summertime, do you worry about police
stopping you when you go out for the evening?
Many people of color in Philadelphia have experienced racial profiling, when police make racist
assumptions and target Black and Brown people, especially those who are young. During Mayor Kenney’s election campaign, he promised to
end stop and frisk policing, but he changed his
mind once in office.
“Predictive policing” is the use of computer software to predict who might break the law
before they do it. The software comes up with
these predictions using data, such as statistics on how many arrests are made in a certain
neighborhood.
Often, there is the assumption that data-driven methods will improve problems of bias,
but in the case of predictive policing, it may
be the opposite. A study by Cornell University
found that predictive policing algorithms can
generate feedback loops, as the presence of po-

lice causes more arrests to occur, leading more
police to be assigned, which in turn leads to
more reported arrests. The results of predictive
policing algorithms are only as good as the data
fed into them, and policing is extremely biased in
the geographical areas it targets.
A more mundane problem of predictive policing is that it makes inherently biased policing
appear neutral, like just another area of technical
expertise. According to the Georgia Law Review,
if a system computing recidivism risk uses risk
scores based on data from decades of biased
sentencing, it will likely produce biased results.
Predictive algorithms and risk scores end up
putting a sheen of neutrality on years of biased
data. Low-income and minority neighborhoods
are subjected to increased police surveillance
and harassment and therefore more arrests, so
they will inevitably be determined by algorithms
as areas to focus on.
In Philadelphia, a program called Operation

Safe Streets in 2002 used statistical analyses
to determine areas to focus on geographically. The program was intended to decrease the
drug trade in Kensington. Obviously, given that
headlines about drugs in Kensington continue to
this day, the program achieved very little. Even
at the time, critics correctly pointed out that
heavy-handed sweeps and patrols would do
nothing, and social programs like rehabilitation
would do far more.
Predictive policing also dangerously blurs
the line between innocence and guilt. In a program
in Los Angeles, for instance, people regarded as
statistically likely to commit crime are subjected
to increased surveillance. While not equivalent to
arresting someone entirely based on predictions
of future crimes, the increased surveillance can
become a self-fulfilling prophecy of arrests and
police harassment. Also, it’s questionable whether statistical analysis can be meaningfully applied
to predict a single person’s behavior.

The Long, Hot Summers of the 1960s
by Lee

The 1960s in the U.S. and worldwide was a time
of major social upheaval. People were reading
Malcolm X and Mao Tse-tung, and they were
making history in the streets. There was a war in
Vietnam, and China was a revolutionary country.
In numerous cities across the country Black
youth were hooking up with the Black Panthers
and Malcolm X. There was heated struggle over
non-violence and Martin Luther King.
In 1964, from Aug. 28 to Aug. 30, riots
took place in North Philly, centered around 23rd
and Columbia. This followed other East Coast
cities: Harlem, Rochester, Jersey City and Elizabeth. In the South activity took place in Birmingham, Alabama and in Mississippi, known as the
Mississippi Freedom Summer.

On Sept. 15, 1963 in Birmingham, four children were murdered when a bomb exploded in
a church on Sunday morning. There was widespread outrage and violent clashes between
people and the police, drawing national attention
to the struggle of Black people everywhere.
In 1964 students from across the country
came to take part in the Mississippi Freedom
Summer. If you have seen the film “Mississippi
Burning” then you’ve seen Black homes being
burned and Black people being lynched while
police stood by and watched.
And in Philadelphia, Mississippi, three civil
rights workers were murdered. They had been
investigating the burning of a Black church.

•

•

•

The riot in Philly took place Aug. 28 to Aug. 30,
1964. It began when the police got into an argument with a Black woman, Odessa Bradford,
at 23rd and Columbia. The police tried to pull
her from her car, causing a large crowd to gather. A rumor spread that she had been beaten
to death by the police. Later that evening, the
riot began and lasted for several days. Sources
say 341 people were injured, 794 were arrested
and 255 business were damaged or destroyed.
Some say the riot contributed to the rise of
Frank Rizzo, whose miserable statue still stands
in Center City.
continued on page 15
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No Horseplay!

The Fight to Save Philly Pools
by Andrew Sejong

PHOTO BY SUZY SUBWAYS
Betty Beaufort [at left in pool with green shirt] organized with her Point
Breeze neighbors to protest the closure of their pool in summer 2009.

In the wake of the Great Recession of the late
2000s, Philadelphia found itself with a projected
$1 billion deficit. In the middle of the recovery
from one of the worst economic disasters in
modern history, Mayor Nutter began his budgetary rampage. Across the city, fire-houses
were shuttered and libraries were threatened.
As library patrons and firefighters stormed the
streets, alongside them stood dozens of children armed with floaties. This summer, 74 public

pools will be open but, in 2009, all but 13 were
to be closed.

•

•

•

Philadelphia has more public pools per
capita than any other U.S. city. This system has
long served the needs of the multiracial poor
and working-class communities of Philadelphia.
In his book Contested Waters, Jeff Wiltse, Pro-

fessor of History at the University of Montana,
covers the origins of Philadelphia’s public pool
system as bathing pools for the poor and working-class. Built in the 1880s and 1890s, these
facilities were incredibly popular during the
summer, recording an average of “1,500 swimmers per day.” While men and women swam on
alternating days, Black and white Philadelphians
swam in the same pool. Within the social context of public bathing, for those in power, the
racial difference between the bathers stood out
less than common filthiness. In 1898, Daniel Kearns, secretary of Boston’s bath commission, reported, “I must say that some of the street gamin
[street kids/“thugs”], both white and colored,
that I saw, were quite as dirty as it is possible
to conceive.”
In 1972, Jim Ellis started the first African-American swim team at a Philadelphia
recreation center. In a swim world awash with
whiteness, Coach Ellis’s program sent Michael
Norment to be the first Black member of the U.S.
national swim team and trained many young
Black swimmers to compete regularly for Olympic positions. His story would later become the
loose basis of the movie “Pride.” However, when
Jim Ellis’s pool closed down, his team had nowhere left to swim and disbanded.
Betty Beaufort, a long-time Philly resident
and an organizer for the fight to Save the Pools,
continued on page 6

Fill the Steps Against
Gun Violence
PHOTO BY K. DANIEL BRYAN

On June 11th, hundreds of loved ones of people lost to
gun violence in Philadelphia brought their grief to the Art
Museum steps. Parents, grandparents, siblings, friends and
teachers held photos of those murdered. Their numbers
shocked some observers, making visible how many people
in Philadelphia are being killed, many at very young ages.
According to Philly.com, 60% of the ninth graders at
Parkway Center City have lost a relative to gun violence.
More than half of the students there have witnessed at least
one shooting. While organizers of Fill the Steps demand
gun control laws to prevent more murders, other activists
push for solutions that don’t involve police or prisons. But
all agree on one thing: It is not OK that extreme trauma and
death are so common for many Philly youth.
—Suzy Subways
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recalls: “We protested the closing of the pools
because, what are the children going to do in
this city? It was their fun for the summer. Just
the idea of closing pools is so silly in a neighborhood where that’s all we have for our children
during the summer.” As Nutter slashed budgets
and families reeled from the Recession, it was
the working class and communities of color — in
particular, Black children — who found themselves bearing the dual burden of economic collapse and municipal neglect.

•

•

•

As Beaufort told me, the fight to defend
the pools came from the existing coalitions built
through the Coalition to Save the Libraries in
2008 and 2009 (which managed to keep the
libraries open). They quickly gained community
support. Beaufort said, “Once people see you
doing something, they join in. If they don’t see,
they don’t do.”
Facing the closure of 68 out of 81 Philly
public pools, protests were called across the
city. Nutter relented. On February 6, rather than
raise taxes, Nutter launched a massive fundraising operation, begging the public and large
corporations to donate to keep the pools open.
Between this fundraiser and Nutter’s decision to

restore some money cut from the budget, Nutter raised the number of pools being kept open
from 13 to 49.
However, this still left many children without
a nearby pool. On July 10, protesters rallying in
South Philly lamented that young children would
be left to walk 30 minutes to overcrowded pools.
On July 14, the Coalition for Essential Services
and the Coalition to Save the Libraries held a
rally in front of City Hall, urging Nutter to keep
open all public pools, forcing Nutter to promise
to re-open more pools by the next year.
“Once he [Nutter] made the statement that
pools will be re-opened the next year, we backed
off,” Betty Beaufort said. “And he did!” By 2011,
Nutter re-opened 70 public pools.

•

•

•

All Philadelphians have a right to public spaces.
But with pools, this is about the right for children to have a place where they can be children.
“Children love to go swimming because it’s fun!
It’s something they can do and they won’t be
disturbing no peace,” Betty Beaufort told me.
She continued: “They be enjoying themselves.
Enjoying what they enjoy doing, and that’s what
most children don’t have an opportunity to do:
enjoying what they want to do, because they’re

so controlled by other people — don’t do this,
don’t do that — but swimming gives them the
privilege of being themselves and being with
their friends and their peers.”
We need to invest in our public spaces and,
in particular, our pools: A 2017 audit by the city
found that only 30 pools were observed to be
safe. Moreover, as temperatures climb due to
climate change, access to cheap or free ways
to stay cool become a matter of public health.
Mayor Kenney has offered as a solution
the $500 million Rebuild initiative, which aims
to renovate the rec centers, libraries and pools.
Not only is this initiative partly funded by the
regressive soda tax, it replicates the politically
spineless revenue-raising model of Nutter. Rather than raise taxes on the rich, Mayor Kenney
would rather ask them for voluntary donations
in exchange for greater political power. The William Penn Foundation fronted $100 million for
Mayor Kenney. In an Op-Ed to the Philly Inquirer,
Janet Haas, the Chair of the Board of Directors
of the William Penn Foundation, wrote: “We
believe the combination of these features holds
great potential to leverage additional public and
private funding, and may render Rebuild a new
model for community reinvestment emulated by
cities and communities across the country.”
But what is this model? A city cannot be
continued on page 16

West Philly Tenants Fight Mass
Eviction and Gentrification
by Suzy Subways

Tenants at the Admiral and Dorsett Courts
apartment buildings at 48th and Locust in West
Philly are spending their summer looking for
new homes. On April 9, the roughly 100 tenants got eviction letters ordering them to leave
within three weeks. An injunction won by Community Legal Services has allowed them to stay,
for now. Despite this being an illegal eviction —
the landlord has not had a rental license since
2015 — the tenants are still being pushed out to
make way for gentrification.
“I was terrified,” said Steven, a tenant who
spoke at an April 30 rally with the Philadelphia
Tenants Union, about receiving the letter. “This
was my first time renting an apartment.”
Todd, another tenant, said, “If it wasn’t for
Community Legal Services and the Philadelphia
Tenants Union, I don’t know what I would be
doing, and I know a lot of people feel that way.
Being thrown out in the streets is bad.”
The tenants union has set up an online fundraiser to help with moving costs. “One woman
will have to move further away from her kidney
dialysis center,” the fundraiser states. “Another
tenant has yet to find a building that can accommodate his wheelchair.”
Steven, who has lived there for two and a
6

Tenant activist Steven with the
residents’ list of demands.
PHOTO BY SUZY SUBWAYS

half years, described mold, roaches, and rampant mice. “It’s bad here, and they’re trying to
kick us out of a situation that we want to get
kicked out of, but we don’t. You know? Give
us the time to make sure that we want to leave,
not on your terms, because you want to sell the
building and get us out of here. This isn’t a vacant building, this isn’t a vacant lot. These are

people’s lives you’re dealing with.”
Some of the tenants have lived there for
10 to 20 years, and many have children who go
to the Henry C. Lea Elementary School around
the corner. Karen Harvey of the tenants’ union
announced at the April rally, “For any parents
who have children at the Lea school — or for that
matter, any other school in the city — who will

be affected by moving, after we finish, come to
me and I’ll give you the name and number of a
Home and School Association representative
who wants to work with you.”
An elderly, disabled veteran beckoned tenants’ union organizer Jarrett Smith to his wheelchair at the top of the Dorsett’s steps and spoke
to him quietly. Smith lifted the megaphone and
announced that the veteran had been living without heat or hot water for three months.
Chants of “Phillip Pulley is a bully!” rang out.
Pulley owns the buildings, which are maintained
by SBG Management.
In the April 9 letter ordering tenants to
leave, SBG claimed that the city was closing
the building. According to Philly.com, this was
a lie: Pulley ordered the evictions because he is
selling the building.
And he stands to cash in big in this gentri-

fying neighborhood. The Dorsett/Admiral buildings are just around the corner from the former
West Philly High School, which developers have
turned into expensive lofts.
The tenants’ union is working to stop mass
evictions and gentrification by pushing City
Council to pass Good Cause legislation. Good
Cause, also called Just Cause in other cities and
states, prevents landlords from evicting tenants
without a good reason, such as not paying rent,
property destruction, or violating terms of the
lease. Philadelphians have received “over 4,000
eviction notices this year,” Smith said. But because of groups like HAPCO in the landlord lobby, the bill has “stalled at six votes to nine.”
Tenants came up with the following demands of SPG Management:
·· At least three months to move
·· Security deposits returned on move-out

·· $2,000 paid to each unit
·· Portable ramps for disabled tenants
But instead of granting these simple demands, SBG is bullying the tenants who haven’t moved out, according to the tenants union:
“Threatening letters are taped to their apartments.
Broken doors to the buildings are left completely
wide open for anyone to enter. Now, they are
continuously shutting off the water.”
The tenants union’s fundraiser for moving
costs is also paying for water for those who
need it. Organizers are not turning their backs
on these tenants. “If you want to fight, the Philadelphia Tenants Union will fight with you,” Karen
Harvey said at the rally in April, to cheers from
the assembled West Philly neighbors. “We’re
fighting for human rights, to live wherever we
want, in clean and safe conditions.”

Community Garden Volunteers
Save Lot from Sheriff’s Sale
by Skyler Stillwaggon

be placed in a land bank outside the grasp of
real-estate developers. The Philadelphia Land
Bank has been used by developers to buy inexpensive lots and build pricey housing that current neighbors can’t afford. This is the opposite
of the Land Bank’s stated purpose. Volunteers
from community gardens around Philadelphia
are discussing plans to protect gardens citywide.

Why gardens matter

PHOTO BY CHRIS CALLAN

On Tuesday, June 19th, a group of community
garden supporters including Philly Socialists
members gathered in front of the First District
Plaza in West Philadelphia to protest the sheriff
sale of a lot that is part of the César Andreu Iglesias Community Garden.
This action was the first in an escalation
campaign to preserve the Iglesias Garden. Philly
Socialists is currently working to acquire the
properties that make up the Iglesias Garden
through the Philadelphia Land Bank as a permanent solution to ensure the future of the garden.
In the meantime, Mara Henao, Philly Socialists
Co-Chair, is fundraising to pay the back taxes on
a portion of the land that makes up the Iglesias
Garden, which would provide short-term protection from sheriff sale.
The Iglesias Garden, located in North Philadelphia, was established in 2012 by Philly Socialists alongside members of the local community. Three vacant and long-neglected lots were

transformed into a green space for the benefit
of the neighborhood. The lots were cleared of
trash and debris, raised beds were constructed, new, nutrient-rich soil was brought in and
barriers were constructed to discourage illegal
dumping. Since its creation, the Iglesias Garden has expanded into neighboring vacant lots
where trees are being planted.
“We found a flyer that said the lot was for
sheriff’s sale,” said Willow Zef, an organizer with
the garden. “Then we had a meeting and drafted
a letter to deliver to Maria Quiñones-Sánchez’s
office requesting the lot be immediately pulled
from the sale. Mara dropped the letter off, and
then the group went the day of the sheriff’s sale,
flyered and disrupted, and by the end of the day
we found out the lot had been pulled.”
Philly Socialists is awaiting confirmation
from Councilwoman Maria D. Quiñones-Sánchez
(D-7th Dist.) regarding the status of this property.
Efforts are underway to see if the three lots can

Community gardens provide many benefits to
individuals, communities and the environment.
The presence of a community garden improves food security in a neighborhood and reduces the impact of food deserts in low-income
communities by providing access to fresh, nutrient-rich produce. In one study, adults and children who participated in community gardening
increased their vegetable intake by 66.6% and
40% respectively. Working in a community garden also encourages increased physical activity
and creates opportunities for skill building.
Social ties are strengthened through community gardening. Gardens provide a space for
neighbors to come together and work toward
common goals of beautifying vacant land and
producing food for one another. This work can
empower residents and be a source of community pride. A reduction in crime is often seen in
neighborhoods with community gardens, in part
due to these strengthened social ties.
Community gardens positively impact the
environment by improving soil quality, which reduces runoff from rain, and reducing air pollution
by absorbing carbon dioxide. Additionally, urban
green spaces support native wildlife and migratory species.
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The Perilous Gig Economy:

Why Caviar Must Pay Costs of
Philadelphia Bike Courier’s Death
by Mar Escalante

PHOTO BY MAR ESCALANTE

On Saturday, May 12, at 7:30 p.m., our dear comrade Pablo Avendano was killed at the intersection of 10th Street and Spring Garden, when he
was hit by an SUV during a torrential downpour.
He was making a delivery for bike courier
company Caviar when he died. This was no ordinary bike accident. It happened because Pablo
had to work in unsafe conditions. Caviar must
do the right thing and at the very least pay for the
costs of his death.
As a member of the activist community of
which Pablo was a part, I and many others visited
the impromptu memorial set up at the site of his
death to remember his life and attempt to make
sense of this tragedy. One point people made
repeatedly in conversations during the memorial service was that the only time you can make
decent money delivering for Caviar is when it is
raining, freezing, or otherwise dangerous to be
on the roads. Peak pay incentives are given by
the company’s work-distribution algorithms according to the whims of the market. When dangerous conditions mean that fewer cyclists are
making deliveries or more people are ordering
food, the effective pay increases. The constant
remark going around was how upsetting it was
that Pablo had to take his life into his hands in
order to make the money he needed to survive.

No real jobs, no real rights: The
gig economy
During the labor movement of the early 1900s
through the 1930s, socialists, communists, and
anarchists of all stripes fought and died in the
streets to create labor unions and secure the labor rights, benefits and protections that we take
for granted today: guaranteed overtime and minimum wage, safe workplaces, workers’ compensation, and the weekend, among others. These
concessions were won at great cost, and they
represent items on balance sheets that cut into
corporate profits. In the wake of the recession
of 2007-2008, which brought about massive
job destruction and subsequent deregulation
8

in an attempt to stimulate the economy, new
jobs were created by “innovative” corporations
whose innovations included failing to provide
basic worker protections. Thus, the “gig economy” began to emerge.
I experienced the emergence of this economy first-hand. I graduated from college in 2007
tens of thousands of dollars in debt into an
economy with no available jobs in my field. I was
forced to take up work that consisted of writing
15 to 20 pieces of 300-word web content drudgery each day for about $5 each, receiving money
weekly as a deposit into a Paypal account, and
then receiving a 1099 form to pay my taxes rather than a W-2. I was an independent contractor,
technically. But I was dependent upon the job
site to mediate my relationship with clients, for
which my contingent employer of course took its
cut. Courier companies like Caviar also skirt this
gray area between employment and contracting
by forcing workers to only work for them while
on shift, rather than take jobs from multiple courier companies at a time, even though they are
not paid by the hour but by the task.
In the decade that followed the recession,
the economy made a tepid recovery, fueled
largely by this kind of precarious, contingent
workforce. A Princeton study found that “94
percent of the net employment growth in the
U.S. economy from 2005 to 2015 appears to
have occurred in alternative work arrangements,”
defined as independent contractors, freelancers,
on-call workers, temp workers, and workers provided by contract firms.
I was eventually able to buy a cheap car
and get a job as a courier myself, which pays
a little better and is less mentally taxing than
writing web content, but is still squarely part of
the gig economy. I’ve had to make deliveries in
driving snow and pouring rain in order to make
the rent. Every day I, like Pablo and thousands of
others, take our lives into our own hands to do a
job, in the words of Pablo’s good friend and fellow activist George Ciccariello-Maher, “for min-

imal pay and no benefits, a job that incentivizes
taking bigger risks.”
With the growth of online networking and
the recent ubiquity of smartphone apps, companies realized that they could use technology to
both directly connect remote service providers
with a remote client base, and give the workers
providing these services the outward characteristics of traditional employment — direct deposits,
task management, wage discipline — without
actually employing them. Remember, the labor
victories won by our forebears specifically only
apply to people employed by companies, as in,
employees receiving W-2s rather than independent contractors receiving 1099s.
Do you see what they did there? Rather
than expend their energy fighting labor laws that
constrained their ability to make untrammeled
profits, companies took advantage of a legal
gray area in order to avoid having to follow the
laws at all. By doing this, companies like Caviar disenfranchise workers from the victories
that comrades in the working class fought and
died for. The promise of a 40-hour workweek,
a weekend, guaranteed safe working conditions, support in the event of injury — the rights
our parents enjoyed and took for granted — are
rapidly becoming lost to us. Now, many of us
in the gig economy work two or three jobs and
can be called to work at any time, no matter how
sick we are or how unsafe the conditions, and
if we don’t comply, we lose the job and don’t
make rent. By hook or by crook, capitalism has
our lives on the line.

Make the bosses pay for it
Pablo’s death was a tragedy that can be laid at
the feet of a capitalist system that squeezes us
for everything we’ve got. We can’t bring Pablo
back from the dead, but we can make sure the
system pays for it. The lack of support by employers in the gig economy is something that must be
challenged, especially as it grows to encompass
a larger portion of the economy as a whole.

Companies like Caviar run a lean balance
sheet because they don’t have to set additional
money aside to support their workers. Some of
these companies may offer a living wage compared to more traditional employers, whose
minimum-wage offerings are increasingly made
unviable due to the inflated cost of living. But
this living wage doesn’t take into account the
costs they invisibly shunt back onto workers
themselves — things like workers’ comp for injuries on the job, equipment purchase and upkeep,
and funeral expenses. These costs are forced
back on the family and social networks of workers. Caviar workers injured on the job often fall
back on aging parents or adult siblings for housing when they can’t ride. Most Caviar workers
depend on the goodwill of bicycle mechanic
friends or sympathetic bike shops to keep them
rolling (and thus eating) as their bicycles wear
out from near constant use. This is all labor that
maintains their workers, for which Caviar’s business model shirks responsibility. We must make
Caviar and companies like it foot the bill.
This is not an unreasonable or unprecedented demand. In 2002, a Harvard Medical
School study found that bike messengers in
Boston were injured on the job at a rate more
than 13 times the national average rate of injury
for all workers. Bike couriers all across Europe
have been organizing strikes for better wages
since 2016. In New York State, a state-mandated surcharge on fares provides benefits for
drivers across the state, regardless of whether
they drive for Uber or cab companies. We must
continue these fights.
Our lives are at risk because companies
want to save on costs and incentivize their workers to make dangerous decisions with the hanging
threat of not being able to eat or make rent. This
is not an exaggeration. Our fellow worker, Pablo,
died while on the job. He was a son, a brother, a
dear friend, a comrade, a human being. So we
must all organize together and keep the pressure
on employers. Workers hold up the entire economy, even though it seems like we are alone in the
struggle — especially when we’re classified as independent contractors, siloed into our fragmented
communities, pitted against one another for a rapidly decreasing slice of the pie. The shift from traditional employment to the gig economy shows that
companies are trying to do whatever they can not
to materially care about us. We must organize to
reverse this trend, because tomorrow it could be
our family and our friends. Tomorrow it could be us.
Caviar incentivized that Pablo work in unsafe conditions, so it must do the bare minimum
of paying for Pablo’s family’s travel and his funeral expenses. We must make sure that companies trying to take advantage of workers in the
gig economy know that we can and will fight for
our own. In the words of the Industrial Workers
of the World, a union at the forefront of labor
struggles in the 1910s that still lives on today, an
injury to one is an injury to all!

Dear Pablo
By eian

Pablo.
There is a rusted bolt that binds
The old globe to its axis
we are each the center of a small universe
immense in its complexity
I watched a solitary cyclist cross
That wide granite and gray space,
Boulevards wide, ringed with stone columns
Ruins ready made
Names carved in granite
Each tragedy a premonition of the next one
An endless rush of cars
So that it seems the traffic wore away
Cutting a canyon through the hard stone,
I was working there, building another stupid
hotel
All this incredible wealth,
Flowing through the old city,
Like lava consuming everything in its path
Viewed from above, would it seem like
The path of a comet, an arc of pure heat
That creates and destroys
It is spring, but I think I last saw you
At the end of the last winter,
Riding, amidst that flow of traffic
You rode past me without seeing me,
In the memory you look almost statuesque
I can’t remember, so like a silent statue

Its color washed away by the ages.
I see you staring past me, into the middle
distance.
A group of young boys play,
Shirtless amidst the tarnished bronze and
yellowed
Stone of a well used fountain,
Impossibly wet, fortified against the cold
Almost statuesque, straddling Poseidon’s leg.
Everything you ever were, everything that you
Were going to be,
A flash in a pan, an arc across the sky
Of a meteorite that burned to nothing as it went.
A magnet dropped through a length of copper
pipe
Falls slowly, cradled by some invisible force,
Weak bonds, invisible connections,
That hold the world together as it spins.
When I met you, we spoke late into the night
The heat of your ideas, barely contained
Flames peeking through gaps in that old cast
iron stove
I was struck by the clarity of your thoughts
And everything seemed possible.
In recent years we shared an odd intimacy
You slept in my bed when I was not there,
And now, in your absence, the ground has
shifted
The axis seems unsteady, things fall apart.
The globe continues to spin,
Yet at its center,
Nothing but a hole.

Editors’ Note: After months of activist pressure, Caviar announced in July that it will provide free accident insurance
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for all its couriers.
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The Ongoing Colonization of Palestine
by Ayah

Colonialism is not a thing of the past. Zionism is
a blatant form of racist settler colonialism; a system of Apartheid, where your ethnic background
decides where a person stands in the state and
how they are treated by the institutions within
the state.
Palestinians are treated comparably to the
way apartheid South Africa treated its black citizens. A United Nations report, “Israeli Practices
towards the Palestinian People and the Question
of Apartheid,” called it “an apartheid regime that
oppresses and dominates the Palestinian people.”
One aspect that the report looked at is
the “demographic engineering” policy of Israel which pushes out Palestinian civilians and
A lone police officer films as
protestors file past.

A person holds a Palestinian
flag at the rally.
PHOTOS BY BEN CURTTRIGHT
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replaces them with Israeli settlers. A slow and
painful cleansing of the Palestinians started in
1948 when over 750,000 Palestinians were displaced from their homes in historical Palestine
merely because they were not Jewish. To create
a Jewish state the indigenous Palestinians had
to be removed. Today, the West Bank is riddled
with settlements and roads that Palestinians are
legally not allowed to use.
The UN report even called for support to
the Boycott Divestment and Sanctions movement and encouraged governments to support
such initiatives. BDS is a movement created by
Palestinians to put pressure on Israel to comply
with international law.
Protestors rally at
Thomas Paine Plaza
to hear organizers
speak.

Palestinians face ethnic
cleansing from settlers on
their land
The state of Israel actively supports settler
colonialism through funding settlers in occupied
Palestinian territories. Palestinians face ethnic
cleansing from settlers on their land. The settlements that still exist inside of the agreed upon borders are an illegal encroachment on the land and
resources of the Palestinians that live there.

Protestors fill the streets as organizers
speak on the occupation and
colonization of Palestine at the Great
March of Return solidarity rally. City
Hall looms in the background.

When Heat Hits the City:
Safety for Elders and
People with Disabilities
By Clarence H. Jones

For many Philadelphians, summer means lots of
outdoor activities and fun in the sun. But even
a few days of extremely hot weather can be
dangerous. Senior citizens and the disabled are
especially at risk as the temperature goes up.
There are a few things you can do to beat the
summer heat.
The best thing to do is to spend as much

time as possible in a place with air-conditioning.
If you don’t have air-conditioning of your own,
the Centers for Disease Control recommends
going to a shopping mall, a local library, or visiting a community center. Even a few hours spent
in air conditioning can help your body stay cooler, making you less at risk for heat-related health
problems.

If you don’t have an air-conditioner, an
electric fan can be useful as well, as long as
you open the windows. Using a fan with the windows closed can put you at risk of heat stress,
and even heat stroke.
Unfortunately, when the temperature is in
the high 90s, fans will not prevent heat-related
illness. Taking a cool shower or bath, or moving
continued on page 15
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Occupy ICE Philadelphia
On July 2nd, a coalition of Philadelphia organizations began the
#OccupyICEPHL movement by
physically occupying the space
outside the ICE office on 8th
and Cherry. After several days
of arrests, rain, and police intimidation, the camp moved to City
Hall. On July 28th, it moved to
Broad and Arch, with the additional demand of ending Stop
and Frisk policing.
The occupation demands:

1 Stop the Deportations:
Abolish ICE
ICE is responsible for family separation and for raids of
homes and workplaces. ICE is
also an economic weapon on
working people, used to drive
down wages and working conditions of immigrants, and by
extension, the broader working
class. ICE is a humanitarian
abomination, and also an obstacle to the progress of all working people.

2 End Family Detention:
Close Berks
The Berks County Family Detention Center, outside of Philly, is
1 of 3 family detention centers
in the country, and the only one
that can hold families indefinitely.
We demand Gov. Wolf order the
closure of Berks. Families must
be guaranteed legal status and
an option of high quality housing
in-state, NOT be transferred to
another facility upon closure.

3 No Cooperation with ICE in Philly
ICE has access to PARS, a legal database used
by the city. This contract ends on 8/31, and we
demand that Mayor Kenney cancel it.
Ending the criminalization of immigrants is
a crucial part of the fight to secure true safety and security for all working people and the
oppressed — a fight which includes affordable
housing, a living wage, quality public education,
and a massive jobs program.
Update: On July 27th, 2018, Mayor Kenney announced that
Philadelphia will not be renewing the PARS contract. This is
a major concrete victory for the #OccupyICE encampment, a
truly coalition effort.

Day 1
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“Leadership Comes from People
Doing the Everyday Work”
An Interview with Philly Socialists’ Co-chairs
by Danielle Corcione

This year, instead of one chair,
Philly Socialists elected two
co-chairs, Mara Henao and
Ariel Diliberto. The Partisan’s
Danielle Corcione sat down
with Mara and Ariel in June to
ask about their visions, goals
and hopes for the organization.
This is a short excerpt. To
see the full interview, visit
philadelphiapartisan.com.

Danielle: What are you excited about in the upcoming year?
Ariel: I’m excited because we’re turning a new leaf in
our capacity to grow locally. I think everyone on Central
Committee — all the new people — are stepping up a lot.
I’m also really excited about launching another “Fight
the Power” project with the worker organizing project. I
think this will be a huge step towards growing the organization and short-term wins that exist outside of electoral politics. It will boost morale and give people a taste
of how the people are the power. And it will be exciting!
Mara: In a year, one of my goals is reaching at least
200 dues-paying members. That’s about 70 more people paying dues. It’s exciting to see people who want
to do stuff and see how we will grow, learn, and make
political decisions strategically, together. It’s exciting
to trust everyone else, because you’re always afraid
someone will make a bad decision, but then the right
decisions are made.
Danielle: What is your vision of the organization?
Ariel: I’d just like to feel more connected, because we
do so many great things, and I’d like for people as soon
as they get involved to feel connected to what’s going
on. I also want to be an organization that’s more caring
of our people.
The tenants’ union is currently doing some restructuring, and I want to see their growth supported. I
want to keep taking on slumlords; I want to take whatever happens with Good Cause and really use it to take
on City Council.
Mara: This year, I think a lot of projects are finally going
14

to begin doing what we expected them to be doing. For
instance, the garden: We want to finally be able to use
it as a tool to tackle development. I also think the ESL
classes are going to become super relevant, either this
year or next year, very soon, with all the anti-immigration
stuff going on. That’s something we’ve had going on
for years, and people have said, “Oh, that’s so NGO,
that’s not radical...” Well, guess what? It is, because
how else do you build a party that includes those communities you want in them if you’re not reaching out to
them? What better way is there to reach out to them
than finding an issue that affects them directly and
working on that?
Ariel: That’s an interesting point about our work becoming more relevant to people, becoming more mainstream, while we’ve been doing it all along.

how else do you build a
party that includes those
communities you want in
them if you’re not reaching
out to them?
Mara: It’s easier now to explain why it’s political. Even
though the answer hasn’t changed, people are more
open to understanding.
Ariel: Like how we called the garden the land redistribution program from the beginning, but people said,

“Well, it’s just some land that no one wants.”
Danielle: What about any individual, personal development goals that you want to accomplish?
Ariel: Being more visionary ... but also being
able to tie it back down to saying, here’s the
vision, what’s the next step for the organization
that gets us closer to it? I want to think more
strategically. Sometimes I get in the weeds with
logistical stuff, because that’s the kind of stuff
I love. But I want to think long-term about the
strategy above and how the decisions we make
now tie into that.
Mara: One thing I always want to work on is being more eloquent, expressing better the ideas
that I think. Sometimes I’ll get very emotional
and say stuff in a way that’s maybe not the best
way of saying it. So just taking more time to think
about stuff.
And maybe it’s not so much of a personal goal, but I’d like people to take less serious
stuff less seriously. You don’t have to be quoting
some extreme somebody to be taken seriously,
or be serious all the time... Just be more open to
being more flexible.
Ariel: To have humor, to be able to build relationships.
Mara: Yeah, exactly.
Danielle: What words of wisdom do you
have for Philly Socialists members who have
been practically involved with projects?
Mara: I’m very grateful for the work they’re
doing. We wouldn’t be able to say that we’re
a mass-line, base-building [organization] if we
didn’t have them around. We wouldn’t be able
to do any of the stuff that we’re doing without
them. I know that leadership comes from people
doing the everyday work.
Ariel: I think the people involved in these projects are people who truly enjoy interpersonal
connection and the labor of contributing to other
people’s lives, which is so beautiful. My advice
would be to keep at it, but also know that if you
need time for yourself, the organization will continue whether you take a break or not, so take a
break if you need it. It’ll make it better, because
you’ll be able to come back refreshed and won’t
hate us.
Mara: One last piece of advice. If you’re involved in the work and you know how to run
things, always be aware of who you’re teaching;
you always need to be teaching somebody else.
Danielle: Is there anything else you’d like to
talk about?
Ariel: I’m sorry I didn’t mention the Partisan in
any of my project examples...

riots | from page 4

heat | from page 11

The rebellion of Black people in the U.S.
merged with struggles internationally. The bombing of North Vietnam began in 1964. In different
ways, the anti-war movement became one with
the struggle of Black people.
The Vietnam war was not a patriotic war.
Vets came back from Vietnam and threw their
medals at the White House, chanting, “We won’t
fight a rich man’s war.” In Vietnam, many Black
vets refused to fight the Vietnamese people, saying, “No Vietnamese ever called me n****r.” They
said, “The war we are going to fight is the war at
home.” And there was a war going on at home —
in the streets across the country.
Mao sent this statement to people after the
Kent State and Jackson State murders of students protesting the Vietnam war and the invasion of Cambodia:

to an air-conditioned place is a much better way
to cool off.
The heat also means you should drink plenty of water. Don’t wait until you’re thirsty to drink.
When you sweat you lose body fluids. Carrying
a bottle of water with you in the hot weather can
be a good way to stay hydrated. Don’t drink
liquids that contain caffeine, alcohol, or large
amounts of sugar, as these can actually lead
to dehydration. Also, avoid very cold drinks, because they can cause stomach cramps.
If your doctor generally limits the amount
of fluid you drink or has you on water pills, ask
your doctor how much you should drink while
the weather is hot.
Limit your outdoor activity to morning and
evening hours. You can protect yourself from
the sun by wearing a wide-brimmed hat (a little
shade also helps keep you cooler). Also, wear
loose-fitting, light colored cotton clothing. Light
colors help reflect some of the sun’s rays, and
loose-fitting clothing helps air to circulate. Wear
long sleeves when working in the garden. And
don’t forget the sunglasses.

“A new upsurge in the struggle against U.S.
imperialism is now emerging throughout
the world. Ever since World War 2, U.S.
imperialism and its followers have been
continuously launching wars of aggression
and the people in various countries have
been continuously waging revolutionary
wars to defeat the aggressor. Revolution
is the main trend in the world today and
people in all countries must get prepared.
Unable to win in Vietnam and Laos, the
U.S. aggressors treacherously engineered
the reactionary coup d’etat by the Lon Noi
clique, brazenly dispatched their troops to
invade Cambodia and resumed the bombing of North Vietnam and this has aroused
the furious resistance of the Indochinese
people.
While massacring the people in other
countries, U.S. imperialism is slaughtering the white and black people in its own
country. Nixon’s fascist atrocities have kindled the raging flames of the revolutionary
mass movement in the U.S.
The Chinese people firmly support the revolutionary struggle of the American people.
I am convinced that the American people
who are fighting valiantly will ultimately win victory and that the fascist rule in
the U.S. will inevitably be defeated. It is
U.S. imperialism that fears the people of
the world. It becomes panic stricken at the
mere rustle of leaves in the wind. Innumerable facts prove that a just cause enjoys
abundant support while an unjust cause
finds little support. This is a law of history.
People of the world unite and defeat the
U.S. aggressors and all their running dogs.”
Today is not the 60s. There are different contradictions. But we need to know our history, and the
60s are a good example of a time when the people of the world were decisive. To the future!

stay in touch with family
members and friends during
extreme hot weather
Cut down on exercise too when it gets
really hot. If you must exercise, drink between
two and four glasses of cool, nonalcoholic fluids
each hour. A sports beverage can replace the
salt and minerals you lose through sweat, but if
you are on a low-salt diet, talk to your doctor first
before drinking a sports beverage.
When it’s hot, your body tries to cool down
by sweating. As the moisture on your skin evaporates it quickly carries heat from the body. But
when the temperature is high and the humidity is
too, then sweating is not enough to cool down
the body. This is when you most run the risk of a
heat-related injury. Heat stress and heat stroke
are the most common heat-related injuries.
A heat injury is a medical emergency, and
the Centers for Disease Control advise that you
call 911 if you notice any of these symptoms in
yourself or someone else: Hot dry skin where
there is no sweating, a high body temperature, a
throbbing headache, confusion, convulsions or
a loss of consciousness.
If you live alone, are over 60 years of age
and do not have air conditioning, you may be at
risk for a heat-related injury. Taking a few preventive steps can help reduce your risk.
It’s also important to stay in touch with
family members and friends during extreme hot
weather. Have a family member, friend, or neighbor or someone you trust make a personal visit
to your home during hot weather. They can get
the medical attention you may need if you are
overcome by the heat. Stay cool, and have a
great and safe summer.
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Public Queerness | from page 2

Whether it’s because of the increased traffic
on the streets or fewer clothes because of the
heat, gender nonconforming people and cis and
transgender women are more likely to have to
battle street harassment in the warm months.
Many people from these groups have a story to
share of men who yell too loudly from across the
street, sit too closely on the bus, or follow them
down the street. While there are protections in
place for LGBT+ people who experience sexual
harassment in the workplace, there is little in the
way of protections in public spaces and more informal situations. This lack of protection is especially true given that police maintain the policies
that encourage such harassment, and cisgender
and/or heterosexual bystanders are unlikely to
intercede when harassment is taking place.
These various problems encourage us to
ask the question: Who has access to public
spaces, and who does not? Unfortunately, more
times than not, queer, LGBT+, and gender nonconforming people do not have open access
to public activities and spaces. It seems likely
in these scenarios that queer folks are only allowed to be free in public when they conform
to cisgender and heterosexual standards created by the people who police and control these

spaces. So, what do we do to protect each other as we venture out into the heat? The police
are little help in such situations, as they create
and maintain these discriminatory policies, actively harass and discriminate against LGBT+
peoples, or dismiss any concerns as over-reactions. Such discrimination by the police is doubly troubling when one considers that trans and
gender nonconforming people are regularly misgendered, abused, and assaulted in prisons and
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE)
detention centers.

we must, as a
community, look after
each other
We must, as a community, look after each
other. Support each other in parks, join one another at pools, band together on the streets, take
back the outdoor seating of bars and restaurants,
and carve space on buses and trains, so that the
visibility of summer is not always a burden to avoid,
but may be an act of resistance to celebrate.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

August 22
6:30pm

Annual Philadelphia Tenants
Union Convention
LOCATION TBA

September 8
8:00pm

PARTY TIME!! Celebrating
the Partisan
REPAIR THE WORLD

September 15
6:00pm

“What Socialists Should (and
Shouldn’t) Do” — Charlie Post
WOODEN SHOE

Every first Wednesday

7:00pm

Partisan Monthly Meeting
REPAIR THE WORLD

Every Wednesday
at 4:30pm and every
Saturday at 3:15pm
Free ESL Classes
BLACKWELL LIBRARY

Every second Wednesday
of the Month
6:30pm

Philadelphia Tenants Union
Monthly Meeting

Members of the Black and Brown Workers
Cooperative speak at a press conference in
solidarity with ReeAnna Segin in June.

REPAIR THE WORLD

PHOTO BY K. DANIEL BRYAN

pools | from page 6

run like a large charity operation. If Philadelphia
values its rec centers, libraries and pools, they
should be funded properly. We cannot close
budget gaps through philanthropy — we need
higher taxes on the rich and cuts to their corporate welfare.
This isn’t just a question of sensible fiscal
policy, but of basic democracy. The model laid
out by Mayor Nutter and, now, Mayor Kenney
and the William Penn Foundation decides what
gets funded or unfunded based on the personal
preferences of the rich. While the rich can avoid
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the political process by simply paying to have
nice local charter schools, or their own personal
sanitation department and police force, the rest
of us sit and watch while our roads crumble, our
schools get turned into luxury apartments, and
our roads pile with trash.
The right to a decent life in Philadelphia
belongs to every Philadelphian, regardless of income. It is the same for the children of Philadelphia. Philadelphia should defend all its children
for the sake of their childhood, not because it is
in the interest of the rich.
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