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Letter from the Coordinators
Dear readers,
This is the Partisan’s second issue after its
return to print for the first time since the
summer of 2019. We were tremendously
encouraged by the positive reception of
the summer 2021 print issue, and we are
hopeful that we will be able to continue
bringing you quarterly issues throughout
2022 and beyond, even as we continue to
publish on the Partisan website.
Our return to regular print is an opportunity to remind readers about the
mission of the Partisan, the journal of
Philly Socialists. We were founded in 2017
to build solidarity and support multi-tendency freedom of the press. We are dedicated to uplifting the voices, perspectives and struggles of the working class
and oppressed people of Philadelphia.
The Partisan practices journalism for the
people in the context of on-the-ground
radical struggle in the city. We set ourselves in opposition to corporate journalism, which claims — whether in the soothing tones of NPR or in Breitbart’s sneering
headlines — to provide the truth to its
readers, even as it serves as the ideological tool of capitalism, the imperialist state,
and the structures of oppression that
maintain them.
Our cover this month is a snapshot from the aftermath of the Columbia Avenue Riot, one of the first of the
many upheavals in northern cities that
marked the second stage of the civil rights movement. On Friday, August
28, 1964, after two police manhandled a
Black woman in a stalled car at 22nd and
Columbia (now Cecil B. Moore Ave), the
people of the majority-Black neighborhood around Columbia and Ridge Avenues rose up. The riot lasted three days,
resulted in two dead and 339 injured,
and the destruction and looting of more
than a hundred businesses. The capitalist
press always sees events like the Columbia Avenue Riot as selfish, irrational and
pointless. It was something to condemn
in 1964, and it remains so today: under
capitalism nothing is more sacred than
property. Here at the Partisan, we know
better. We know that when people rise
up against the systems that oppress
them, it is because they’ve had enough
of being told to be patient, to compromise, and to accept the status quo. We
understand that “looting” is what people
do when they are no longer willing to ac2

cept having too little so that others can
have too much.
The Partisan isn’t content just to provide journalism for the people. We want
to be a source of journalism by the people. We are not a public relations organ
for Philly Socialists. We aren’t here to
parrot a party line on current events, or to
try to convince our readers of the superiority of one or another type of radical organizing or political program. We believe
that the most vital source of information
for understanding our present capitalist
society, in order to build the radical power required to tear it up by its very roots,
is you. We want to be the journal of the
workers and people of Philadelphia.
Part of our work here at the Partisan since last summer has been to begin
rebuilding our connections with volunteers, writers and artists. We are all living
in a prolonged crisis — political, economic
and ecological. Covid-19 and the government’s failure to put people above
the profit margin continue to limit the
ways in which we can work and organize. In such times we all struggle to find
time and energy for anything beyond our
daily tasks. More than ever we’ve been
encouraged and inspired by everyone
who found time to contribute to the Partisan’s work. In this issue you can read
an in-depth history of tenant organizing
in Philadelphia since the civil rights era.
You’ll discover William Gardner Smith, a
Black Philadelphian and a novelist who
is too often forgotten. You’ll find what
we hope is a stimulating introduction to
Marx’s writings about primitive accumulation — a way of thinking about the
destructive spread of capitalism that is
as important today as it was in the 19th
century. You’ll also find updates on Philly
Socialists’ political education work, a
stirring manifesto from the Philly Student
Nexus, and more.
And as you read, we hope you’ll be
inspired to become a journalist for the
people. Covid-19 has brought with it a
revolution in the workplace that we are
only just beginning to understand. It
has supercharged the gig economy and
provided a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for major companies like Amazon
to drown out their competition. Tell us
about how the pressure of shutdowns
and layoffs has exposed the cracks and
strains in the restaurant or the ware-

house where you work. Tell us about how
working from home has affected the way
your boss controls your time and space.
Tell us about how the city, the state, and
the federal government have failed to
provide you with the food, shelter and
health care that is your right. Whether
it’s a page or a paragraph, bring us the
lessons you’ve learned over the past
year about organizing, about building
solidarity in difficult times, and about
the power of the people. It is only your
experience and your knowledge that will
renew old revolutionary theories and refresh tired workers and organizers. No
one else has that power — and it’s power
the city needs. The people of Philadelphia need you.
Get in touch at partisan@phillysocialists.org
Find us online at
PhiladelphiaPartisan.com, Facebook, Instagram
and Twitter
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A History Still in the Making

50 Years of Philadelphia
Tenant Organizing
By Tommy McGlone

The history of tenant organizing in Philadelphia is undoubtedly as old as tenancy
in the city itself. However, the current
state of tenant organizing in Philadelphia
can trace many of its roots to the boom
of tenant organizations in the late 1960s,
at the height of the period’s left political
radicalism. During this time, a number of
tenants’ groups, including the North Philadelphia Tenants Union, the City-Wide
Tenants Union, the East Broad Street Tenants Union, and the Northwest Tenants
Organization, all rose to prominence. This
growth was related to the overall organizing spirit of the era, and some tenant
organizations had ties to larger organizing
groups like the Philadelphia Urban Coalition. A 1968 Inquirer article noted that at
a protest led by the Northwest Tenants
Organization, supporters of the demonstrators flashed peace signs — while more
conservative critics threw fruit and eggs.
Most of these tenant groups, though
related to the movements of the time,
were not radical in the sense socialists
might associate with the term. Their organizing was issues-based, and while tenant
organizers worked with activists in other
left political organizations, their main goal
was the welfare of tenants throughout
the city. One of the several Philadelphia
tenant groups of the period, the CityWide Tenants Union, was in fact founded
in coalition with the Welfare Rights Organization to focus on the lack of enforcement of code regulations by the city’s
Department of Licenses and Inspections,
and the increasing need for low-income

The archival research for this project was
conducted from January-May 2021 at the Temple
University Special Collections Research Center.

housing. The group won some concessions during the mayoral administration of
James Tate. However, many groups of the
period, including the City-Wide Tenants
Union, were a flash in the pan. By the early 1970s, most tenant groups had either
disbanded or merged into one or another
city activist organization.
One group which survived past this
early period was the Northwest Tenants
Organization, founded out of the CityWide Tenants Union amid growing protests of poor building conditions in the
Germantown area. The Northwest Tenants Organization would remain a prominent force in tenant organizing for years
after the City-Wide Tenants Union was
defunct, and many of its members would
go on to profoundly impact the political landscape of Philadelphia, including
co-founder and community activist Rudy
Tolbert, lawyer and community activist Stan Shapiro, and Eva Gladstein, the
eventual director of the Tenant Action
Group and current Deputy Managing Director for Health and Human Services for
the City of Philadelphia.
In 1972, Gladstein and others collectively founded the Tenants Information
Service, a group providing advice and
basic resources to tenants in the city. In
early 1974, Tolbert, Gladstein, and others
from the local scene, including organizer Maisha Jackson, officially formed the
Tenant Action Group, a citywide organization that aimed to expand the organizational scope of the Northwest Tenants
Organization and the Tenants Information Service. Alongside the Northwest
Tenants Organization and the Housing
Association of the Delaware Valley, the
Tenant Action Group quickly became the
most prominent tenant organizing group

in the area, run primarily in its early years
by Gladstein and Jackson, both staffed
employees of the organization during the
1970s. At least one of their names is on
practically every TAG document in the
Temple TAG archives from this period.
Rent control was a central goal for
TAG, especially in its early days. Rather than reiterate this history at length, I
refer the reader to Michelle Crouch’s
excellent recent article on tenant organizing and rent control in Philadelphia at
lilacphilly.org. This piece covers TAG’s
efforts to pass rent control, detailing how
multiple versions of a rent control bill
were brought before City Council. Some
versions had considerable support, with a
1975 vote knocking down rent control only
by 7 votes to 6. Even after this defeat, TAG
continued to press city government for a
Tenants’ Bill of Rights, which would have
included rent control along with a number
of provisions to ensure tenants weren’t
financially gouged or subject to inhumane
housing conditions. As Crouch relates,
one part of the Bill of Rights was passed in
1980, a Fair Housing Ordinance which protected women and children from housing
discrimination. This was an important tenants’ rights and feminist gain which Gladstein mentioned as one of TAG’s most significant achievements when I interviewed
her in the summer of 2021.
The work of TAG wasn’t restricted to pushing for rent control, however.
The day-to-day of TAG organizing also
involved interacting with tenants themselves: providing advice, helping to organize tenant councils, and referring tenants to Community Legal Services when
landlords blatantly violated leases. For
many years TAG operated a Repair Action Group which focused especially on
continued
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helping tenants when landlords refused
to make repairs, ignored random gas outages, and generally neglected tenants.
During this time, TAG tried to pressure the Department of Licenses and
Inspections to actually enforce existing
codes on some of the most negligent and
hostile landlords in the city, which the office was reluctant to do without outside
pressure. This effort continued throughout TAG’s entire existence and remains a
serious issue for tenants in the city today.
The multiple boxes of records of phone
calls from tenants in the TAG archives
shows how important the group was for
helping lower and middle-class tenants
during this period, despite its meager
funding and small staff.
In these early years, coalition work
was common. TAG contributed to organizing a march to protest the effects of
growing inflation in the fall of 1974 alongside unions and other local organizing
groups. Ties to other organizations would
remain crucial, and Gladstein noted in our
interview that TAG was essential for linking tenant organizing to “welfare rights
movements and public housing movements,” while the group’s work on the
Fair Housing Ordinance (and later joining
Women’s Way) “clearly articulat[ed] that
the folks most often oppressed by the
landlord-tenant system are low-income
women of color with children.”

TAG continued to press city
government for a Tenants’
Bill of Rights, which would
have included rent control
along with a number of
provisions to ensure tenants
weren’t financially gouged or
subject to inhumane housing
conditions
Even in these early days, TAG’s coalition work seeped into electoral politics.
The group had an electoral politics committee, and in 1975, the group endorsed
Charles Bowser, a longtime presence in
the liberal-left organizing scene, in his run
for mayor. The organizing relationships
established during this period would
prove influential for TAG’s development
in the coming decades, as it became
more integrated into city government.
Notably, many of the tactics used
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Logo of the Tenant Action Group (TAG), founded 1974.
Courtesy of Special Collections Research Center, Temple University Libraries, Philadelphia.

through the 1970s were similar to those
employed by more radical tenants
groups today. In fact, TAG’s April 1975
interruption of a City Council meeting,
which involved 50 members, bears a
striking resemblance to a similar interruption just over 40 years later by members
of the Philadelphia Tenants Union, who
in 2018 packed a Law and Government
Committee meeting in support of passing Good Cause eviction legislation (a
fight which was eventually won). TAG’s
militancy in the 1970s was at least partially an outgrowth of the protest culture
of the 1960s; government interruptions
like the 1975 incident harkened back to a
well-documented sit-in held by the Coalition Against Slum Housing in 1971, and
earlier protests by groups like the CityWide Tenants Union and the Northwest
Tenants Organization.
Throughout the group’s first decade,
the TAG staff and steering committee
struggled with a number of organizing
challenges: burnout, low meeting attendance, difficulty coordinating projects,
and fundraising struggles. TAG minutes
and records from the late 1970s show that
Gladstein and Jackson, occasionally along
with one or two short-term staff members and a small group of college student
volunteers, were repeatedly forced to
take point on organizing initiatives, as the
group’s steering committee vacillated
in attendance and makeup. Sometimes
other individual organizers would take
on large portions of the work as well, but
were often forced to drop out due to the
overwhelming scope of the work. A grant
from the Whitney Foundation covered

the vast majority of expenses during this
time, and though fundraising from paper
memberships helped, TAG was frequently spread thin in the early years, financially
and organizationally.
One particular story jumped out to
me in the archives as a particular low
point for TAG’s financial woes. In 1977, the
steering committee stumbled across a
possible opportunity to put on a fundraising performance featuring, among others,
Richard Pryor. A supposed representative of Pryor confirmed that he could
play the gig, and TAG gave him a deposit.
However, after the rep became increasingly cagey and failed to provide proof of
commitment, it eventually became clear
that he was not actually a representative
of Pryor at all. TAG filed suit against the
man, and while they won the judgement,
they were not fully compensated for the
scam for over a year.
This story is extremely indicative of
the gravity of TAG’s early financial stresses. Even a seemingly minor absurdity like
the Pryor fiasco struck a major financial
blow to the group. Some members had
provided loans to the organization to
cover the loss which were not recovered
until the summer of 1978.
Not all of TAG’s difficulties during this
period were financial, of course. Many
complications were political or strategic in nature. According to meeting minutes in the TAG archives, internal debate
during this period was rich. A concern
raised at a 1977 meeting about a lack of
tenant council involvement in the steering committee was representative of tensions within the group’s operations — leg-

islative campaigns, attempts to organize
tenant councils in buildings throughout
the city, and fundraising stresses pulled
the group’s small core in many different
directions. By 1979, many organizational
and financial stresses had become less
severe, but the precarity of these difficult
and ambitious years was still fresh.
It was with these stresses barely in
the rearview that TAG entered the 1980s,
barreling headfirst into the Reagan years
with the Fair Housing Ordinance under
its belt and many lessons learned. TAG’s
situation had stabilized considerably by
the early 1980s. In part this was due to a
diversification of funding sources, which
allowed the group to hire more staff and
to increase their organizational capacity.
The most noteworthy funding addition
came from TAG’s 1981 decision to accept government funds, which Gladstein
highlighted as a turning point in our interview. The decision allowed TAG to start a
number of new counseling programs for
tenants directly funded by the city and allowed for expansions in staffing and materials. By the late 1980s, TAG offices had
moved from Germantown to Center City.
The acceptance of government
spending contributed to a tamping down
of TAG’s more radical organizing tactics.
The changes in the group were slow, and
as late as 1982 Belinda Mayo, a TAG leader
since the late 1970s, was arrested for simple assault and malicious mischief when
she and other TAG members demanded
an audience with a housing court judge
and confronted the police. Still, events
like this were exceptional. TAG records
from this era show Gladstein describing
TAG as a “non-profit agency” in correspondence, and this was an honest representation of the group’s status at the
time.
TAG provided more comprehensive
aid to tenants in the 1980s than it had in
the previous decade. Gladstein emphasized that the decision to accept government funding had made it much easier
to link tenants to one another. “That was
actually our first housing counseling contract,” Gladstein recalled, “and we actually tried to use that to make sure we understood changing issues and conditions.
We also used it as an organizing tool, because the way we provided services was
through groups, so we were introducing
tenants to each other to identify common
problems and to connect to each other
for mutual aid and support”.

Organizers with TAG continued to
fight for local and state benefits for tenants, called attention to unlivable conditions, facilitated relations between small
groups of tenants and the city government, and ran numerous programs for
tenants throughout the city. Frequent
calls to TAG from tenants continued with
urgency throughout the 1980s, as city
conditions increasingly subjected tenants to regular abuses from landlords,
along with Philadelphia Housing Authority rent hikes and renter restrictions. TAG
had achieved stability while expanding its
ability to reach tenants.
Despite the fact that TAG had undeniably improved its organizing capacities
in some ways, it met criticism as the 1980s
wore on. Acel Moore, a Pulitzer Prize-winning Philadelphia journalist, wrote a searing Inquirer editorial in 1986 titled “Where
are All the Housing Activists Now?” In the
piece, he criticized what he viewed as the
assimilation of housing organizers into
city government following the election of
Mayor W. Wilson Goode, calling out TAG
leaders by name. Noting the squandering
of housing funds and the overall failure of
the mayoral administration, Moore pointedly noted, “What is most interesting is
that during the three years of the Goode
administration most if not all of the housing activists have been silent.”

Notably, many of the tactics
used through the 1970s were
similar to those employed
by more radical tenants
groups today. In fact, TAG’s
April 1975 interruption of a
City Council meeting, which
involved 50 members, bears
a striking resemblance to a
similar interruption just over
40 years later by members
of the Philadelphia Tenants
Union, who in 2018 packed
a Law and Government
Committee meeting in
support of passing Good
Cause eviction legislation
Ironically, given his decisive role in
the barbaric MOVE bombing, Goode initially rose to office with the support of local left-leaning activists who played key

and supporting roles in his administration
after his election. Goode, the first Black
mayor of Philadelphia, had himself helped
with Charles Bowser’s 1975 presidential
campaign, which TAG had endorsed. Maisha Jackson, who along with Gladstein
and a few other key organizers had carried TAG through the 1970s, joined the
PHA staff under Goode’s administration.
An especially sympathetic reader
might argue that these trade-offs were
necessary to get results. In some ways
this is true, and TAG’s results during the
1980s were often impressive. However,
not all of the wins of the period had positive consequences. One of the major aims
of the group since the 1970s had been
the establishment of a housing court that
would allow for tenants to have a chance
to plead their cases. In 1981, their organizing efforts paid off, and the Housing
Court was created. By 1983, TAG was already criticizing the court for bias against
tenants and failing to inform tenants of
their rights. While a housing court in theory could provide an arena for tenants to
raise objections to negligent slumlords,
judicial action in the actual Housing Court
often harmed tenants more than landlords. While the Court put forth some
positives, including a mediation program,
it had not been the means of dealing with
Licenses and Inspections that TAG activists had desired.
It’s tempting to simply ascribe TAG’s
move away from more radical tactics and
oppositional politics to the group’s decision to accept city funding. In truth, TAG
was one of many groups which chose to
ally themselves with liberal local politicians in order to push back against the
most extreme harms of the Reagan era.
Especially in the wake of the financial and
organizational difficulties that racked TAG
in the late 1970s, it isn’t difficult to understand why the group’s leadership made
the decisions it did.
From a socialist perspective, we can
and should be critical of this co-optation
— but it is important to keep in mind the
dire organizing conditions of the 1980s
and that TAG, radical as some of its earlier
actions might have been, wasn’t seeking
a socialist future. Their goal was improving the quality of life for tenants in Philadelphia. A form of tenant organizing with
more explicitly radical roots emerged after the long 1990s and early 2000s, when
the financial crisis of 2008, Occupy Wall
Street in 2011, and the first Black Lives
continued
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Matter protests in 2013 rocked liberal activists.
With that said, some of the changes
which define the contemporary tenant
organizing landscape began as early as
the 1980s. Many high-rise housing projects and privately owned buildings with
dozens of units were abandoned or demolished in favor of single and multi-family units, a trend that had already begun
on a much smaller scale in the early 1970s.
TAG’s 1970s organizing model had relied heavily on forming tenant councils in
large, multi-unit buildings or on unified
city blocks, though the former was more
common. Single-building rent strikes
became difficult as the tenant council
model deteriorated through the 1990s
and 2000s.
Rising housing costs during this period did little to help. In TAG’s early years,
Philadelphia had many densely populated apartment buildings, both large
complexes and high-rises. A significant
number of these buildings, many of them
public housing, have since been demolished, with twenty-three PHA high-rises
brought down between 1994 and 2014.
This was not without good reason, as
many units were small, dilapidated, and
disliked by tenants. However, the tenant
council model was challenged immensely by the diminishing of high-rise housing,
and the influx of new renters with few local ties into gentrification hotspots made
it more difficult to establish lasting organizational relationships. The cultural and
local unity which had made organizing
tenant councils in West Philadelphia viable in the 1970s was fractured.
In 2005, TAG was reorganized as
TURN, the Tenant Union Representative
Network. In an interview last spring, Phil
Lord, TURN’s current director, spoke to
me about the challenges of organizing
tenants after the decline of the tenant
council and building rent strike model.
“TAG would go into buildings, organize
them, and then make demands, that was
the modus operandi,” Lord said. “Tenants are [now] much more vulnerable, in
a rent strike context, to retaliation.” While
advances in communications have made
city-wide mobilization easier in some
contexts, Lord made it clear that the decline of the rent strike has presented new
challenges for organizing tenants.
When the Philadelphia Tenants Union
was founded in 2014, it had to confront all
of these challenges. Drawing on a base-
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building strategy, the PTU began to organize tenants and embarked on a campaign
to pass a bill enshrining Good Cause protections in the law. In the process, the PTU
had to establish links to existing organizations, including TURN.

TAG’s militancy in the 1970s
was at least partially an
outgrowth of the protest
culture of the 1960s;
government interruptions
like the 1975 incident
harkened back to a welldocumented sit-in held by
the Coalition Against Slum
Housing in 1971, and earlier
protests by groups like the
City-Wide Tenants Union
and the Northwest Tenants
Organization
Barry Thompson, the former president of the PTU, related some of the
difficulties of the PTU during these early
days when I interviewed him last winter.
“[TURN] was a little hesitant. It took some
work, it took some sincereness and commitment from us to show that we were on
the right page and we were willing to work
with other organizations and nonprofits
to get where we needed to get.” Thompson and other organizers in the PTU were
intent on demonstrating that the PTU

was a distinct organization with its own
aims and radical organizing practices, but
they recognized the importance of allying with TURN and other veteran groups
in tenant struggles, like Community Legal
Services. “We knew that we needed other coalition organizations to get involved.
Our main thing was to build some relationships — one of them was TURN, who
we needed to have a relationship with to
get where we needed to be.”
These relationships got results only a
few years after the PTU’s founding, when
the PTU, with the support of TURN and
CLS, successfully organized Good Cause
protections for renters in Philadelphia.
The struggle for Good Cause, which was
covered previously by the Philadelphia
Partisan, took just over two years to be
passed by the City Council. The campaign employed tactics similar to those
of the early days of TAG: filling City Hall,
working with coalitions, and allying themselves with sympathetic sponsors on the
council. What was distinct was, of course,
the PTU’s roots in Philly Socialists and the
group’s overall commitment to socialism.
This commitment has played a major role
in the rise in tenant organizing nationwide,
from local struggles in cities like Philadelphia and Washington, D.C. as well as
broader coordination across the country.
Madeline Moran, a current organizer with the PTU, emphasized the importance of the group’s embrace of radical
tactics to me in a recent email exchange.
They pointed out that “radical tactics on
a small level have been the backbone of

PTU — Good Cause was won up against a
city council with zero supporters by both
routine hassling at their events, and the
simultaneous organizing of tenants in their
districts. A focus too heavily on legislation
loses this crucial element — tenants protesting horrible conditions or eviction in
their own district either makes [council
members] look bad, or makes them look
like a hero if they have the opportunity to
support legislation [...] directly. The two
work together in an important way that
concerns over risking a relationship with a
politician, or not having a real base in their
district, slow down.”

Thompson, Gladstein, and Lord all
noted possible strengths and difficulties
for tenant organizing in the present and
the future in our interviews. Gladstein
spoke optimistically about many of the
emergency renter protections instituted
in the early days of the Covid-19 pandemic, expressing hopes that they would
stick around (some have, some have not).
She also highlighted some of the benefits and problems of organizing through
social media, and highlighted the importance of recent advancements in relating
tenant struggles to antiracist work.
Lord too mentioned the internet as an

organizing strength: “I think there’s much
more capacity to do things citywide and
nationally, so that’s a really impressive
change.” However, he lamented that
landlords can use the internet as a tool to
investigate tenants, too, noting that this
has made life more difficult for tenants
who may have had conflicts with prior
landlords. He also repeatedly emphasized the importance of different tenant
groups working together to achieve their
aims, a sentiment echoed by Thompson.
Thompson spoke highly of the PTU
and TURN, noting that TURN had been
essential for winning Good Cause while
also emphasizing the importance of
distinguishing the politics of the two
groups. While he has since redirected his
organizing energies into the Philly Tenant
Support Organization, Thompson foregrounded the achievements of the PTU,
especially in its early years. At the same
time, he criticized the pitfalls of organizing amid gentrification, pointing out
that often young, white tenant organizers new to the city — who only remain in
their neighborhoods for short periods
of time — make establishing lasting organizational relationships more difficult.
Overall, however, Thompson returned
again and again to the importance of the
work itself and the obligation organizers
have to fellow tenants, remarking that,
“If you’re not reaching out to tenants and
you’re just sitting at home waiting for
things to happen, then you’re leaving
tenants out in the cold, all alone, fighting
for themselves, wondering where they
can turn to.”
All of these assessments speak to
challenges and goals for the future of Philadelphia tenant organizing, many of which
have recurred in the history of tenant organizing in the Delaware Valley. Stories of
burnout and organizational struggle, as
well as of sweet, tangible victories, are
important touchstones, whether they’re
five or fifty years old. As tenants continue to face unjust conditions, struggles for
rent control and against landlords remain
a necessary part of socialist politics. The
history of these struggles has yet to be
completed, but it is to our benefit to learn
this history so far, if only to get some idea
of where it might be going.

Both Photos: Coalition Against Slum Housing
(CASH) sit-in, March 17, 1971. Joshua Bernstein/
Philadelphia Evening Bulletin. Courtesy of Special
Collections Research Center, Temple University
Libraries, Philadelphia.
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The Necessity of Constant
Political Education
By Nico Millman

Logo by Laura Penn.

A student once asked Dr. Kwame Ture
what he would say to oppressed communities who do not think they have time
for political organizing. “How do you
light a fire under them?” the student inquired. Dr. Kwame Ture (who went by the
name Stokely Carmichael prior to 1978),
an important leader in the Black Power movement, the Black Panthers, and
the All-African People’s Revolutionary
Party throughout the 1960s and beyond,
offered the following advice: “This is a
question held all the time, and the truth
is really quite simple, but sometimes the
implementation of the truth, that’s where
difficulty arises. The word is: constant political education. Constant.”
Dr. Kwame Ture contrasted oppressed communities’ constant exposure
to capitalist culture, like advertisements
for Coca-Cola, to their need for constant
access to political education. He did not
assume that oppressed communities are
uninterested in political organizing or incapable of understanding how oppression works. Instead, he understood that
capitalist institutions routinely misdirect
our rebellious energies into consumerist
ends or towards false freedoms. It is the
job of organizers to find ways to redirect
our energies, to open up avenues for political education, and to show us how we
can challenge the root causes of oppression that affect our lives.
The need for constant political ed-

ucation is more relevant than ever in our
time of relentless economic crisis, climate
catastrophe, political and racial violence,
and the still ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.
We all need accessible spaces that help
politically committed organizers and oppressed communities work out ways of
understanding interlocking local, national, and global systems of violence. These
spaces can also offer possibilities for
community building and coalitional work
across struggles.

Philly Socialists has begun to “implement this truth,” as Dr. Kwame Ture put
it, and has started to practice constant
political education. Over the past year,
Tim Horras has been running a year-long
Organizer School that allowed members of Philly Socialists to learn about
histories of anti-capitalism, including
those that overlap with Indigenous resistance, ecosocialist practice, Black radicalism, labor and housing movements,
and much more. This school was geared
toward the development of a cadre, or
committed group of organizers who will
remain involved in Philadelphia socialist
organizing on a long-term basis. Also in
2021, high-schoolers in North Philadelphia reached out to Philly Socialists and
formed a collective called Philly Student
Nexus; they collaborated to put together
a curriculum to study and discuss writings
by communists and incarcerated intellectuals, including Mao Zedong, Friedrich
Engels, and Kevin Rashid Johnson. Philly
Student Nexus was looking for political
education that they couldn’t access at
school, especially in the context of rightwing furor over “critical race theory” in
the Philadelphia public school system.

Screening Gillo Pontecorvo’s The Battle of Algiers (1966) at the César Andreu Iglesias Gardens.
Photo by D.W. North.
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Philly Student Nexus holds meetings in
the Philly Socialists office in Kensington,
and Philly Socialists organizers facilitate
reading and discussion sessions with the
students. Philly Socialists offered them a
place where they could initiate a committed study of leftist political thought and
practice.
As the Director of Political Education, I have tried to follow the lead of
these efforts with two public programs
under the Philly Socialists banner: the
Revolutionary Film Series and the Radical Reading Series.
The idea for the Revolutionary Film
Series came out of a collaborative event
hosted by Philly Socialists and the César
Andreu Iglesias Gardens in Kensington.
T.J. Holloway, Ezra Dufala, and Zach Mankoff organized a screening of Gillo Pontecorvo’s 1966 film, The Battle of Algiers,
in commemoration of Algerian Independence Day on July 5, 2021. This classic film
explores the Algerian National Liberation
Front’s battle against French colonialism
during the 1950s and 60s. Due to its historical accuracy and realism, the film and
its legacy have been studied by counterrevolutionary forces, including the United
States Department of Defense, French
intelligence agencies, and Latin American dictatorships in Chile and Argentina,
as well as by revolutionary movements
across the globe, including the Black
Panthers, the Irish Republican Army, the
Palestinian Liberation Organization, and
the Kashmir Jammu Liberation Front. In
a conversation lead by Philly Socialists
organizers, attendees made connections
between French colonial understandings
of terrorism and U.S. imperialist perceptions of terrorism today, especially in relation to increased global Islamophobia
and the revamped surveillance state in
the twenty years that have elapsed since
the September 11, 2001 attacks.
Then, in September, Philly Socialists
held a screening of Salt of the Earth, a
1954 film that depicts a multiracial labor
strike against a mining company in the
U.S. southwest and explores the role of
women, gender, and the family in labor
continued

Participant
Maddie Rose had
this to say about
the Philly Socialists
Organizer School
I learned how capitalism works — like, really works — and how to
think critically about what strategies we as socialists can utilize
to make change. We studied theories of how power works,
and how we can build people power through the grassroots
to topple the power structures we have now. Organizer school
helped me envision both the big picture of what we were
working towards, and study the day-to-day organizing work of
one-on-ones, running meetings and campaigns, and mobilizing
people to act. There was so much to learn from both the lessons,
and from each other, as organizers with our own experiences.

The first graduating class of the Philly Socialists Organizer School show off their diplomas.
Photo by Nico Millman.
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Screening Gillo Pontecorvo’s The Battle of Algiers
(1966) at the César Andreu Iglesias Gardens.
Photo by Nico Millman.

agitation. The film was directed by Herbert Biberman, written by Michael Wilson,
and produced by Paul Jarrico; all three
were blacklisted in Hollywood during the
McCarthyite red scare due to the film’s
pro-labor political message. This screening was also held outside at the César Andreu Iglesias Gardens. For both Revolutionary Film Series events, attendees had
the chance to enter a book raffle and win
a copy of Frantz Fanon’s The Wretched of
the Earth, an important text in anti-colonial and anti-racist study. The Revolutionary Film Series offers a chance to come as
you are: no preparation or homework are
required, and every attendee can learn
about history, culture, and politics in a
low-stakes way.
The Radical Readings Series selects
a book to study on a seasonal basis (fall,
winter, spring, and summer). Its goal is
to help organizers become familiar with
major topics of conversation within the
left today; to foster a comradely culture
of reading, learning, and debate; and
to incorporate insights produced out
of study and dialogue into our on-theground organizing. Philly Socialists covers the costs of all books for all attendees.
The inaugural Fall Radical Reading Series
was dedicated to Philly-based organizer
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and writer Geo Maher’s A World Without
Police: How Strong Communities Make
Cops Obsolete. A group of organizers
convened twice over Zoom to discuss A
World Without Police, its analysis of racism and policing, and its vision of the abolition of the police.
We selected A World Without Police
because it concentrates on histories of
policing and abolition in Philadelphia. Geo
Maher connects W.E.B Du Bois’ study of
the multiracial police force in 19th-century Philadelphia in The Philadelphia Negro
(published in 1899) to the multiracial police force that committed the 1985 MOVE
bombing against a Black working-class
neighborhood in Powelton, a militarized
act of violence that killed eleven people
and displaced many from their homes.
Maher shows that Pennsylvania police
leaders have historically received their
training in imperial warfare in the Philippines and Israel, and that domestic and
international questions of policing cannot be separated. Maher also recounts
his own involvement in several protests
against police murders in Philadelphia, his
experience being teargassed by the PPD
during the summer 2020 uprisings, and
his experiments with community alternatives to policing in West Philly.

Art by Ezra Dufala.

On October 16, 2021, Geo Maher
spoke with Philly Socialists about the
book at the César Andreu Iglesias Gardens. He reviewed some of the key arguments of the book and fielded questions
from organizers, especially about ways
to develop neighborhood governance
procedures in Kensington that provide
options for community-based solutions
that go beyond calling the cops. Combining reading sessions and a conversation with the author allowed attendees to
connect major questions in the book to
practical questions related to neighborhood-based organizing.
These are some of the ways that or-

ganizers in Philly Socialists have tried to
fulfill the necessity for constant political
education in 2021. They include cadre development by the Philly Socialists
Organizer School, meeting high schoolers’ needs through the Philly Student
Nexus, and public programming via the
Revolutionary Film Series and Radical
Reading Series. These are our organization’s beginning steps towards creating
long-standing avenues for political education. As we enter 2022, we must remain clear-eyed about the fact that the
economic, political, racial, and ecological problems we face will only become
more dire. Let’s keep the fires lit, direct
our energies wherever they can be most
fruitful, and maintain the constancy of
our political education as we move forward in the struggle.

It is the job of organizers
to find ways to redirect
our energies, to open
up avenues for political
education, and to show us
how we can challenge the
root causes of oppression
that affect our lives
For the Winter Radical Reading Series, we are slated to read Octavia Butler’s science fiction novel, Parable of
the Sower. Published in 1993, this book
imagines the decade of the 2020s as a
dystopia rocked by ecological disaster,
economic collapse, and the emergence
of a fascist leader. The novel follows Lauren Olamina as she survives catastrophic
circumstances and tries to build a better world. In collaboration with Making
Worlds Bookstore and Social Action Center in West Philly (210 S. 45th St.), Philly
Socialists will hold a discussion about the
novel and try to make sense of the eerie
parallels between the novel’s vision of the
future under unchecked capitalism and
our present-day situation.
To watch Dr. Kwame Ture talk about
political education, look for a video clip
of his remarks on the channel of YouTube
user milomalef. To find out about upcoming Revolutionary Film Series and Radical
Reading Series events, check the Philly
Socialists Facebook page and website.
Reach out to Nico Millman at nmillman2@
gmail.com for more details and to learn
about other ways to get involved.

Rest Is Radical
By Noah Cote

Organizing requires a lot of us. We’re
not just activists showing up for the day.
Organizers are what keep the movement rolling forward, historically keeping almost every social movement alive.
In our current social climate, everything
is seemingly against us. The media purposefully obscures our role and focuses on the more temporary moments of
change. By largely ignoring organizers’
role in social and political movements,
it’s easy to forget that they are human.
Organizers exist outside their respective
movements. They can be working multiple jobs, responsible for others in their
household, or juggling their own mental
illness. Being able to survive day to day
while participating in change is a lot to do.
Within the movement, it is not uncommon to find people who aren’t neurotypical. Like any other part of our society, there is diversity in neurodivergence
that can present various degrees of challenges for those who wish to contribute.
Obstacles for neurodivergent organizers
can be as simple as having the hum of
social anxiety going while flyering, to as
drastic as having physical reactions to
stress. When I stepped into the movement, I saw and still see many organizers
who inspire awe in me. Is it their success
that gets my attention? Probably! But

there’s more to it. I watch organizers continue despite having little success. Some
of the most impressive organizers on the
left are taking to the warehouses that
track every workers’ action, but they still
have their heads up. I have never understood how many carry on like this. I live
with a fog within fifteen feet of me at all
times. Sometimes that fog closes in, making me a completely ineffective organizer.
Communicating becomes difficult, strategizing becomes difficult, showing up
can be impossible, and dealing with the
reality of our political/social conditions is
maddening.
I know I’m not alone in my depression.
The World Health Administration states
that 5% of the world’s adult population
currently experience some form of depression. Some of the organizers I look up
to the most suffer from the same or something similar. As organizers typically spend
a lot of time in the movement, it is critical
to be aware of how the work is affecting
moods and even organizational morale.
This holds especially true during moments
of intense change, moments where it is
the easiest to lose yourself to the movement. I’ve seen many organizers, both
neurotypical and divergent, succumb to
burnout or overdo it in the moment.
In my short few years organizing, I

found the summer of 2020 to be the
most trying. First, the brutal police execution of George Floyd in Minneapolis
led to protests with vigor I have not seen
previously. Seeing those I hold close and
fellow organizers getting tear-gassed on
I-76 was enough to put every aspect of
my body in gear to support the movement and try to get justice for all the
police killings across the country. A few
weeks later, we would see the Philadelphia Police execute another black man,
this time in West Philadelphia. The killing
of Walter Wallace Jr. would further inflame the already high tensions in the city.
I have never experienced such a collectively emotional movement. This was all
on top of the global COVID-19 pandemic,
a moment that already has emotions in a
strange state.
A few months of this tension was
exhausting as an organizer. There was
so much going on that it was easy to
lose yourself in the emotions of others
and even yourself. I personally was cycling upwards of fifty miles a day to help
support marches and those incarcerated fighting for their right to live. I was
physically and mentally exhausted from
watching the police state suppress people’s uprisings. In this state, I couldn’t organize a thing, let alone even support the
continued

Art by Alex Zahradnik.
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Black and Brown organizers bravely leading the movement for Black lives. I could
not even begin to imagine the stress on
those organizers.
The mental distress organizers are
facing today is nothing new. Our capitalist system does everything it can to
keep us from being our best. Decades of
increased alienation at work and ever increasing demands for productivity keep
us from forming natural relationships
with those around us. Realizing this gives
movement organizers all the more reason
to keep fighting for a better world. Our
collective distress will not simply be fixed
by “self-care” or “drinking more water”
alone. There is real work to be done addressing the causes of these symptoms
of capitalist society.
In my handful of years in the movement, I have come to learn that rest, in
itself, is radical. Taking care of ourselves
and especially others is what’s truly
needed to struggle through these mental
obstacles. In a world in which capitalism is
not bearing down on us, I’d like to imagine
we would plan to include real, meaningful
rest in our society. We do not have to wait
until post-capitalism to rest, though. We
can begin incorporating it into our organizing now just as we build the other
structures we desire outside of capitalism. In fact, I believe it is key that we incorporate the idea of radical rest into all
of our endeavors, keeping our organizers
away from burnout and primed to seize
the revolutionary moment.

Art by Laura Penn.
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The Stone Face
By William Gardner Smith
By Herbert P. Caine

William Gardner Smith’s 1963 novel The
Stone Face is an under-appreciated classic of African American political literature.
Little known for decades, it has recently
been reprinted by New York Review of
Books Classics, a series specializing in
reprinting obscure but well-written novels and other works of literature. Gardner Smith (1927–74) was a black writer
who grew up in Philadelphia and lived
abroad as an adult, first in France, then
in Ghana. Thanks to this experience, his
work reflects both the black experience
in twentieth-century Philadelphia as well
as cosmopolitan issues such as global
struggles for liberation. The Stone Face
encompasses both aspects of his writing
with great success, examining both local
and global issues while also examining
issues of identity through well-rounded
characters.
The novel follows the experiences of
Simeon, a young black man — modeled on
Gardner Smith himself — who grew up in
Philadelphia but fled to Paris in order to
escape the racial violence of America. He
initially considers France to be paradise,
a place where he can live without fear,
eat at the same restaurants and clubs as
white people, and even have interracial
relationships. However, he soon becomes
aware of the mistreatment of Algerians in
France and realizes how the violence of
racism links the Algerian struggle for independence to black Americans’ struggle for civil rights. Simeon is eventually
forced to choose between his new, happier life in Paris and his conscience.
Philadelphians who read The Stone
Face will be particularly interested in
Gardner Smith’s portrayal of race relations in the city during the early to
mid-twentieth century. He paints a dark
portrait of the city, suggesting games of
boys chasing girls have an undertone of
rape. Simeon flees Philadelphia and the
United States in response to several violent incidents, the first of which, a violent
assault at the hands of white teenagers,
costs him an eye. He later experiences
police brutality and is caught up in a bar
fight which nearly results in him killing a

man. In each case, Simeon perceives the
attackers’ faces as a mask of hatred, a
“stone face” that becomes the novel’s
overarching metaphor for racism. Gardner Smith’s vision of Philadelphia reflects
the racial violence that plagued the city
during the time he wrote. Furthermore,
he examines the psychological effect of
this environment upon Simeon, describing how it instills an instinctual discomfort with white people and a lasting fear
of violence.
More broadly, Gardner Smith does

The novel also explores the
malleability of what we now
call privilege, suggesting
it is less an inherent quality
of identity than a relative
quality that shifts in different
situations
an excellent job of illustrating how
struggles for civil rights and liberation
are global rather than national in scope.
The battle for independence in Algeria
(1954–62) — a conflict characterized by
terrorism, torture, and over a million Algerian deaths — initially only occupies the
periphery of Simeon’s attention, something referenced in the newspapers, or
at most through the uncomfortable sight
of French police stopping Algerian immigrants for their papers. However, as he
gets to know two Algerian men, Simeon
realizes how their experience mirrors his
both in their violence and their underlying racism. These new friends make him
aware of the horrors of the Algerian War,
including the use of concentration camps
in France itself. In the novel’s climax, he is
caught up in a historical incident, the Paris
Massacre of 1961. Parisian police, led by
Maurice Papon (a police chief who had
collaborated with the Nazis in deporting Jews), brutally assaulted a crowd
of Algerians protesting a curfew, killing
dozens, if not hundreds, of people. Simeon witnesses women and children being
brutally beaten by officers with the same

stone faces of his attackers in Philadelphia, compelling him to take a stand.
The novel also explores the malleability of what we now call privilege, suggesting it is less an inherent quality of
identity than a relative quality that shifts
in different situations. In France, Simeon
finds that he is privileged relative to the
Algerians, to the point that some of them
taunt him as being a “white man.” (This,
incidentally, has happened at times when
African Americans encountered people
from Africa, as when black Americans settled in what is now Liberia. According to
James Ciment, author of Another America: The Story of Liberia and the Former
Slaves Who Ruled It, local Africans did
not consider the Westernized settlers to
be of the same race as them, calling them
“black white men.”) When he gets into a
scuffle with an Algerian whom he thinks is
attacking an innocent woman, the police
treat him with respect and release him,
while insulting and detaining the Algerian.
While not a theoretical work, The Stone
Face makes the complexities of privilege
easily graspable.
The Stone Face is not simply a polemic. Like any good work of literature, it
offers insight into its characters, giving a
nuanced look at their motives even when
their actions contradict the book’s overarching message. For instance, Simeon’s
girlfriend, a Polish woman named Maria,
takes the exact opposite approach to
the events affecting Simeon, seeking to
avoid all political involvements and immersing herself in what she refers to as
the “froth” of life: parties, fancy restaurants, and a career as a movie actress.
While this edition’s introduction refers
to the character as trying to vanish into
whiteness, Maria’s actions make much
more sense when we learn she is a Holocaust survivor who watched her parents get sent to the gas chambers and
only avoided being murdered herself
because she caught the eye of the pedophilic SS officer who condemned her
parents. She subsequently lived through
the Soviet occupation of Poland and
now wants nothing more than to avoid

politics all together. Similarly, Gardner
Smith complexifies the Algerian characters by considering the issue of antisemitism; one of the more aggressive
Algerian characters derides “dirty Jews”
as traitors to Algeria. This nuance and
exploration of flawed characters makes
the novel all the more realistic, which in
turn gives further urgency to its analysis
of resistance and identity.
Not only is the novel itself well written and insightful, but the new edition by
NYRB Classics features an excellent introduction by Adam Shatz, which explores
the historical background of the novel as
well as William Gardner Smith’s life. The
Stone Face is a good read for anyone
who is interested in Philadelphia history
or global struggles for liberation.
Herbert P. Caine is the pen name of a frustrated
academic and writer. He currently lives in
Philadelphia.
Cover art courtesy New York Review of Books.

We Are Student Nexus,
the Future…

This manifesto from Philly Student Nexus was presented at the Philly
Socialists’ Fall General Assembly

“Hello, my name is Giovanni Cortez, Leader of Student Nexus and this is the statement of the united youth:
In the pursuit of betterment, in all capacities of the individual and community,
we here at Student Nexus are igniting the
revolutionary youth that the people need
to restore the beautiful prosperity of the
people and education they have been
stripped away from. We are united in the
sole purpose to become not only better
activists of the people, but to as well become better humanitarians to the people.
It is there where we have achieved the
great significance of this program; we
are not looking at the people with eyes
of rescue, but of hope and humanity that

one day, they will lead their own futures.
I, as Leader of this group, have faced the
great responsibility of leading such youth,
and I am more alive than I have ever been;
because I am not only a leader, I am the
vessel in which other youthful leaders will
follow. The time is now in where the youth
will fledge the next movement, and create their own fate, not rigid nor compromised to meet the means of our current
systems. It is now where the world will
watch the unity of the youth, and see its
beautiful bloom.
We are Student Nexus, The Future.”
Follow the Philly Student Nexus on instagram
@studentnexus.

13

Primitive Accumulation
By Herbert P. Caine

“Primitive accumulation” is one of the most
important concepts in the Marxist understanding of history. We usually imagine
that the modern division between capital and labor — between the owner of the
factory or workplace and the employees
who receive a wage for working there — is
in some way just a natural arrangement,
reaching as far back in history as we know.
This is not true. The concept of primitive accumulation explains how modern
capitalist society came to have this particular system of what Marx calls labor
relations. It describes the historical process by which the wealth of the capitalist
economy came to be concentrated in the
hands of a small number of wealthy landowners, industrialists, and investors, as
well as how ordinary people were forced
into working for a wage rather than living
as independent, self-sufficient farmers
or artisans. Marx uses the word primitive
in a slightly old-fashioned sense, meaning “original” or “primary.” He dedicated
the final section of Capital’s first volume
to describing the primitive accumulation
process in Europe from the late Middle Ages to the nineteenth century. This

section contains some of Marx’s most
vivid and easy-to-understand writing,
describing the brutality of capitalism’s
origins. As Marx emphasizes, while most
accounts of capitalism’s origins focus on
innovators and entrepreneurs succeeding through hard work, “In actual history it
is notorious that conquest, enslavement,
robbery, murder, briefly force, play the
great part.” The history behind primitive
accumulation represents the “original sin”
of capitalism.

In Europe, the most central
part of the primitive
accumulation process was
the enclosure movement,
in which landowners drove
peasant farmers from feudal
estates and the commons
— lands owned and shared
in common by village
communities

CONCEPT

In Europe, the most central part of
the primitive accumulation process was
the enclosure movement, in which landowners drove peasant farmers from
feudal estates and the commons — lands
owned and shared in common by village
communities. Despite the abuses of medieval feudalism, feudal lords had settled
on a comparatively humane system in
which their tenants labored on their estates in exchange for small plots of land
on which they could live as subsistence
farmers. The mass expropriation (theft)
of these subsistence farms and the vil-
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lage common land by wealthy landowners allowed for the creation of grazing
lands for sheep to provide wool for the
newly mechanized and booming textile
industry. In order for these “sheep walks”
to be created, though, “The dwellings
of the peasants and the cottages of the
laborers were razed to the ground or
doomed to decay.” Entire towns disappeared to make way for pasture, as sheep
only required a few shepherds to tend to
them. The landowners seized the basis of
peasants’ livelihoods, helping to create
capitalist production in the process. The
British Parliament passed “Acts for enclosures of Commons,” which allowed
landlords, often members of Parliament
themselves, to expropriate communal
lands. This process continued from the
sixteenth through the eighteenth centuries, although enclosures still occurred
into the nineteenth century. In one notorious case, the Duchess of Sutherland had
15,000 people “cleared” from her lands in
Scotland during the 1810s. As with earlier
enclosures, this process was violent, with
the Duchess turning to the British military
to assist her. As Marx recounted, “One old
woman was burnt to death in the flames
of the hut, which she refused to leave.”

One glaring example is the
ongoing destruction of the
Amazon rainforest, which
according to The Guardian
is being cleared at a rate of
roughly 10,000 acres a day,
with a calamitous impact
on both the environment
and the forest’s Indigenous
population
While the enclosure movement provided the emerging capitalist class with
its wealth, it also created potential wage
laborers by driving people from their land
and depriving them of their livelihoods.
Potential wage laborers, however, had
to be turned into actual wage laborers —
forced by violent means to submit to the
discipline of the labor market and the faccontinued

14

Deforestation of the Amazon, Rondônia, Brazil. Image by Jesse Allen and Robert Simmon/NASA.

tory. As Marx put it, primitive accumulation “‘set free’ the agricultural population
as proletarians [laborers who did not control the means of production] for manufacturing industry.” Without their land or
livelihood, displaced subsistence farmers were forced to live as “vagabonds”
— what modern states call homeless or
unhoused people. However, the state resorted to brutal measures to “persuade”
people to become wage laborers through
“a bloody legislation against vagabondage.” Corporal punishment was used to
terrorize people into joining the forming
working class. One law passed by Henry
VIII prescribed “whipping and imprisonment for sturdy vagabonds. They are to
be tied to the cart-tail and whipped until the blood streams from their bodies.”
Victims then had to swear to find gainful
employment. The law was later amended
to add further punishments for second
and third offenders: amputation of their

ears and execution, respectively. Laws
under later kings allowed tradesmen to
seize vagabonds’ children and turn them
into apprentices. Marx concluded: “Thus
were the agricultural people, first forcibly
expropriated from the soil, driven from
their homes, turned into vagabonds, and
then whipped, branded, tortured by laws
grotesquely terrible, into the discipline
necessary for the wage system.”
Primitive accumulation is not only
a historical process, as it continues today. One glaring example is the ongoing
destruction of the Amazon rainforest,
which according to The Guardian is being cleared at a rate of roughly 10,000
acres a day, with a calamitous impact on
both the environment and the forest’s
Indigenous population. As with historical
primitive accumulation, this process has
been accompanied by government support and violence. In Brazil, President Jair
Bolsonaro has encouraged deforestation

through an amnesty for illegal loggers
and other measures, while activists such
as Chica Mendes and more recently Berta
Cáceres have been assassinated for their
environmental advocacy. Now, as in the
past, the result is to discourage all efforts
to fight the process of accumulation and,
by extension, capitalism. As Marx wrote,
“The advance of capitalist production
develops a working-class, which by education, tradition, habit, looks upon the
conditions of that mode of production as
self-evident laws of nature. The organization of the capitalist process of production, once fully developed, breaks down
all resistance.” Consequently, many wage
laborers see capitalism as something irresistible and impossible to fight or change,
failing to realize that capitalism and even
their attitudes towards it are the results
of an ongoing historical process. Capitalism is manmade, not natural, and we can
change it.
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Art by Laura Penn.

Laura Penn is a graphic designer living and
working in Philadelphia. Spending time with Philly
Socialists and working through her own mental
health struggles are what remind her that a better
world is possible and that she can help build it.
You can find more of her work at
laurapenndesign.com.
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